AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Cancelled) 

2. (Currently Amended) A vehicle fuel tank supporting structure in which 
supporting a plurality of parallel adjacent fuel tanks (52, 5^, 56) are dispos e d i n paral le l , 
the supporting structure comprising: 

a first fuel tank support supporting a first fuel tank of the pluralitv of parallel fuel 
tanks, the first fuel tank having a first axial center a first height above a floor of the 
vehicle: 

a second fuel tank support supporting a second fuel tank of the pluralitv of 
parallel fuel tanks, the second fuel tank having a second axial center a second height 
above the floor of the vehicle, the second height being lower than the first height, the 
second fuel tank support including a weakened portion; and 

a longitudinal movement stopping device, stopping a longitudinal movement bv 
the first fuel tank, and redirecting the longitudinal movement of the first fuel tank to appiv 
a downward biasing force to the second fuel tank, therebv moving the second fuel tank 
in a downward direction toward the vehicle floor; 

fuo l tank guiding moans for, i n a case in wh i ch a l oad of a prodoterminod value or 
more is app l ied to tho fue l tanks (52, 5^, 56), guiding movement of at l oast ono fu el tank 
(5^) that i s adjacont to a vohic i o body outermost fuol tank (56) downward in a vortica l 
direction of a veh i cle body, 



wher e in the fue l tank gu i d i ng m e ans i ncludes mov e m e nt pr e v e nt i ng m e ans (20) 
for provont i ng upward movement of tho fuol tank (56), and a w e ak port i on formed at a 
fuo l tank support i ng bracket (62) wh i ch is disposed bonoath tho fuol tank (5^), and 

wherein the w e ak weakened portion breaks in a cas e in which a l oad of when the 
downward biasing force applied to the second fuel tank is equal to or greater than a 
predetermined value or mor e i s app lie d , 

3. (Currently Amended) The fuel tank supporting structure of claim 2, 
wherein the w e ak weakened portion i s cut - out formed portions (72,74) of th e fu el tank 
support i ng bracket (62) has a width less than a width of other portions of the second 
fuel tank supporting structure . 

4-6. (Cancelled) 

7. (Currently Amended) The fuel tank supporting structure of claim 2, 
wherein the first and second fuel tank supporting structure i s sot supports are positioned 
such that fuel can be successively used initiallv from a v e h i cle body outer sido fuo l tank 
^§§ ^the first fuel tank and subsequentiv from the second fuel tank . 

8. (Currently Amended) The fuel tank supporting structure of claim 2, further 
comprising vehicle body left and right rockers (14, 14) , wherein[[,]] between the rockers 
(1^, 1^) , the fuel tanks (52, 5d, 56) are disposed so as to respectively e xtend extending 
in a vehicle transverse direction. 

9. (Currently Amended) The fuel tank supporting structure of claim 2, further 
comprising falling-out preventing m e ans for structure preventing the fuel tank (§4) from 
completely fall i ng out toward a bottom falling to the floor of the vehicle body. 
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10. (Currently Amended) The fuel tank supporting structure of claim 9, 
wherein the falling-out preventing m e ans structure includes a sub frame (40) disposed 
so as to be separated from the fuel tank (§4) toward a lower side of the fuel tank {§4), 
and when the second fuel tank (§4) moves downward, the sub frame (40) catches on 
the fuel tank ^§4 ^. preventing and can pr e v e nt the fuel tank (§4) from fal l ing out falling to 
the floor . 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The fuel tank supporting structure of claim 10, 
wherein the sub frame {40) includes at least two cross rails {A6, A8) which are disposed 
at the lower side of the fuel tank (§4) so as to respectively extend in a vehicle 
transverse direction, and 

a vehicle longitudinal direction dimension between the cross rails (46, A8) is 
smaller than a diameter of the fuel tank (§4). 

12. (Cancelled) 

13. (New) The fuel tank supporting system of claim 2, further comprising a 
third fuel tank support supporting a third fuel tank having a third axial center. 

14. (New) The fuel tank supporting system of claim 2, wherein the 
longitudinal movement of the first fuel tank is caused by a vehicle collision. 

15. (New) The fuel tank supporting system of claim 2, wherein the first and 
second fuel tank supports are positioned such that fuel can be successively used 
initially from one of the first and second fuel tanks, and subsequently from the other of 
the first and second fuel tanks. 



